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Subject: Politics 
Level: A Level 

Entry Requirements 
To study this course you will need to have achieved five GCSEs at Grade C or above, which 

need to include English. The subject is essay based so the ability to write coherently is very 

much needed. This is a very demanding course and you should not undertake it if you are 

not prepared to work hard. 
 
Who is the course for?  
Politics is an exciting and ever-changing subject that is relevant to you. It is a useful subject 

to study because it helps you to understand the different ways of resolving conflicts and 

how to influence issues in society. Therefore, this course is for students who enjoy learning 

about what is happening in the political world around them and globally. 
 

How will I learn? 
Topics are taught through a mixture of approaches, including class and group discussions, 

debates, TV viewing, individual and group assignments and up-to-date research tasks.  

The contemporary nature of politics means that the textbook is of limited value; you will be 

expected to research a good deal of material independently via the internet or 

newspapers.  This is an essay-based course so we will also be working on our exam 

technique.  

 
Further Education & Career Pathways: 
The course will help you to improve your critical thinking abilities, combining analysis, 

research, essay writing and communication skills to help you to solve problems and form 

arguments for debate. Politics is a great A-Level for progression into social science and 

humanities courses at university, such as Politics, History, English, Law and Economics. 

However, it is by no means restricted to being useful for these courses alone. Some students 

have chosen to combine Politics with other studies they enjoy such as History and Politics, 

Politics and Economics, Spanish and Politics etc. 

 
 
Course Outline 
 

Component What it covers Yr 13 Examination 

Component 1 

UK Politics 

 

✓ Political participation  ✓ Written exam 

✓ Three essay questions  

✓ 33.3% of A-level 
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✓ Core political ideas e.g. 

conservatism, liberalism and 

socialism. 

Component 2 

UK Government 

✓ UK Government 

✓ Non-core political ideas such 

as feminism and 

nationalism. 

✓ Written exam 

✓ Three essay questions  

✓ 33.3% of A-level 

Component 3 

Comparative 

politics 

✓ USA 

✓ US Constitution, US 

Congress, US presidency etc. 

✓ Written exam 

✓ Three essay questions  

✓ 33.3% of A-level 

 
 
 
 
Your teacher  
 

Mr Hamilton 

christopher.hamilton@rrca.org.uk 
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